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Brewer to provide sorghum farmers with market
By PAUL MUTUA

A brewer has partnered
with Kenya Cereal Enhance-
ment Programme (KeEP) to
provide sorghum and millet
farmers with a ready market.

The East African Brewer-
ies Limited, through its sub-
sidiary East African Malting
(EAML), has reached a deal

with KCEPthat will see farmers
in Kitui,Tharaka Nithi and Em-
bu counties supply the brewer
with millet and sorghum - key
raw materials in beer produc-
tion.

The initiative targets about
12,000 farmers in Eastern re-
gion. EAMLGeneral Manager
Lawrence Maina said yester-
day the programme would sig-
nificantly support vulnerable
smallholder farmers, reduce
poverty and boost food secu-

rity for the rural folk. Speak-
ing in Kitui during a campaign
to popularise the initiative, Mr
Maina said the programme was
targeting fanners with at least
an acre of land in the three
counties. KeEP supports small-
holder farmers whose liveli-
hoods are dependent on maize.
sorghum, millet and pulses.

"EAML partnered with
KeEP in order to enhance the
value chain of sorghum and
millet in the three counties of

Eastern region. This initiative
is aligned to BABLsIilishe ki-
sha Uuze (feed yourself then
sell) campaign, which encour-
ages farmers to grow sorghum
and millet for household con-
sumption and sell the balance
for commercial use," the man-
ager said.

In tandem with the fo-
rum, registered farmers un-
der the initiative were issued
with KeEP branded 'e-Vouch-
er' cards.
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